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degree all the military qualities, and his activities and
capacity for work, his clear judgment, his understanding
and his culture are always ready for the call to arms.
"Of his qualities the greatest is his concentration on
examining, analysing, inquiring, and developing problems.
A carefulness which impels him to be minute in details,
exact in service, correct in observation, strict and demanding
in discipline, and at the same time understanding, calm, and
devoted.
"He is one of the few men, of those I know, who never
digresses. My conversations with him on military topics,
during my stay on those islands, revealed to me, besides, his
unusual knowledge. All of the technique of modern warfare
is based on the foundation which great generals worked out
in the course of history, but its development is based upon
the experience of the Great War, which left not only sorrow
and tears, but also great lessons for the future in all branches
of life, especially the military.
"Man and the machine unfolded their activities in confor-
mity with new formulas, which did away with a whole series
of problems which were believed to have been solved, and
which,- with the change of premises and integral elements,
also changed the technique and its results.
"Science, apart from that called war literature, which for-
tunately is more deserving of the name literature of peace,
has gathered in the works written by the leaders and brains
of armies, the teachings and deductions born of new
armaments, which necessarily created new methods and
procedure."
And Franco, in the silence of his office, has spent many
years, years of peace, reading. His study has borne fruit, and
to-day It can be truthfully stated that there is no secret for
this soldier in the art of war, elevated to a science by the
mind of man.